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members given such a strong dose of their own medicine.
Was it not George III who said that if you want to baste an
Irishman properly, you could easily get another Irishman
to turn the spit ?
Mr. Roche sat silent and crestfallen, and did not submit
himself to further cross-examination.
Carson had lost all nervousness now : at the beginning of
his speech he had turned round to Balfour again and again,
as if for reassurance, but now, absolutely confident in himself,
he passed to the release of the Gweedore prisoners, and
accused Morley of exercising the prerogative of mercy in bad
faith : he quoted from Morley's speeches which denounced
the prosecutors and sentences, before he entered on his
office or knew anything about the matter. " I should like
the House to note the judicial mind of the right honourable
gentleman, who had prejudged the matter three years
previously." He then said a few words in defence of the
Ulster leader, Colonel Saunderson, who had made the
violent scene of disorder by rating Father McFadden as a
" murderous ruffian/' He quoted from a speech of McFadden
immediately before the tragedy : " Will they dare arrest me
in Gweedore among my people? " he had said. " It will
take the whole British Army to do it : there will be some
blood spilt before they take me out of it. ... I do not agree
that the landlords are the only murderers : the police I
regard as murderers, and they will have vengeance to fall
on them in this world or the next." Carson referred to a
Liberal member who had boasted of intimate friendship
with McFadden. " I make no criticism," said Carson, with
a shrug of his shoulders; " after all, the honourable gentle-
man is quite entitled to make his own friends : it is purely
a matter of taste."
After making the most successful maiden speech heard for
many years, a blend of legal enquiry and political exposition,
so near at times to the method of an advocate in the Courts,
which usually the House will not tolerate, yet never lapsing
from unexceptionable Parliamentary form, and a perfect
House of Commons manner, so provocative and yet so
restrained, so powerful, so modest, Carson concluded with